Christendom. 


JUNE, 1883. 


THE MONTH. 


Tux motion made by Lord Dunraven, in the House of Peers, for opening on 
Sunday all galleries and museums supported by national funds, was negatived by 
a considerable majority; but Lord Thurlow, in answer to a letter from 


employer? Both from an economic and a sanitary point of view, we hold that 
the present law should be maintained. The religious interests of the community 
especially demand its preservation. The day of sacred rest is the safeguard of 
spiritual well-being. There is no sincere and devout believer who has not found 
it so in his experience. The world is too much with us as it is, and we need 

guard most jealously against its encroachmeut on those holy hours whieh bring 
us nearer heaven. 


| Thé question of the Bishopric of Jerusalem is awakening considerable 
interest since it began to be rumoured that Germany contemplated withdrawing 
from the arrahgement which was entered into at the time of its foundation, in 
1841. The appointment was to rest alternately with England and Prussia, and, 
in pursuance of this agreement; Bishop , the first, and Bishop Barclay, 
the third of those who have held the office, were missionaries belonging to the 
London-Jews’ Society, while Bishop Gobat was appointed by Prussia and filled 
the episcopate for the long space of thirty-three years. The plan, it is said, has 
not worked well so far as the Germans are concerned, who, being Lutherans, are 
Placed by its operation under the jurisdiction of a Bishop of the English Church. 
The scheme—which Was intended by its originator, Frederick William rv. of 
Prussia, to promote religious unity—is declared not to have had any effect in that 
- direction, The withdrawal of German support, however, does not 

involye the abandonment of the Bishopric, for it may still be carried out on a 
purely English basis. Lord Shaftesbury, who is the sole survivor of the original 


Frame |, 

; Saveraux, the Secretary of the National Sunday League, has promised to 

bring the question before the House of Lords early next session. We trust the 
proposition will meet with a still more decisive defeat if it is brought forward 

again. The compulsory attendance of the officials at these public institutions ) 
would be a hardship and an injustice. Some of them, and we trust not a few of 
them, are sincere Christians, who regard the Lord’s-day aot only in the light of a 
day of much-needed rest, but still u-ore as a day of spiritual privilege—a day for 
worship and for the Christian instruction of their families. If the law cannot 

make men religiors, it can at least secure for them the prerequisites for the proper 

exercise and nurture of their religion. The working classes ought to be 

especially alive to the danger of allowing the complete security of the Sunday 

from the obligations of toil to be tampered with by their self-styled friends. If 
not on another, will of the 
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the centre. 
i The circular from the Vatican expressing the disapprobstion of the Heed of 


: his theology from Rome, 
would 


Irish people have been not unaptly described 
See.” If there should come any breaking away from their devoted and 
" fanatical allegiance, it will be a noteworthy and important event, and one that will 
; - have an influential bearing on the future of the Christian Church. Meanwhile, 


strained has 
been im recent times the most bigotedly Popish of all Popish countries. The 


| and especially the bishops, to carb the excited multitude, to exhort them to justice 
eee and moderation, and to warn them against placing their hopes of public prosperity 

im the shame of criminal acts. It is explicitly declared that “it is wicked to farther 
amy cause, no matter how just, by illegal means.” These words are right and 
wise, and we trust they will not be altogether spoken in vain. 


The month of May has acquired an interest in recent times quite different 
from all with which it ever was associated before. As celebrated by the poots, 
from ancient days down to our own, it is viewed as the sweetest season of the 
year, when the spring displays its full freshness of green in the woods and fields, 
when the sunshine is warm and the winds are soft, the birds are tuneful and the 
yardens bright May is the emblem of joyous youth passing from the immaturity 
of childhood to the strength and sedateness of riper years. Even to busy toilers 
in our smoke-canopied cities, May brings pleasant glimpses of a cheerier outlook. 
There are graver interests, however, with which the month has become closely 
associated, and which lie altogether in a different region of things. May has been 
now for a good few years the time when all religious and philanthropic bodies in 
the kingdom, with scarcely an exception, hold their annual meetings and give in 
their reports. So many have these grown to be, that the month, as determined 
by the calendar, no longer suffices for them; but the May Meetings (so called) 
begin in April and extend onwards into June. The multiplicity of organizations 
shows the immense vigour of the life of which they are the outcome, as well as 
the variety of needs with which the world is burdened. A great deal of Christian 
sympathy and fellowship one with another is made manifest at these various 
gatherings. Men of many a name, and marked more or less with o different 


- 


| 
4 trustees in whose hands the funds for the ‘support of the office were placed in 
1841, has made it public that the late Archbishop Tait was, to the very end of his 
life, keenly anxious for the maintenance of the Bishopric. However the question 
| | may be finally settled, there is no doubt that the thoughts of the Christian world 
. are tarning with ever-incressing interest to the Hoty City and the land connected 
| with the deopest, dearest, and moat sacred of all amociations.of wish that city is 
| H the Roman Catholic Chureh of the 
| i the theatre, has not been received by his spiritual children with the submission 
| and reverence which were due from them in their position. At the meeting of 
| 5 the Irish National League which was held in Dublin and presided over by Mr, 
is Biggar, some rather startling language was made use of. Mr. Mayne, =-r., 
: indicating his own prineiples, the saying of O'Connell, thet he “ took 
but not his polities.” Mr. Harrington, «.r., believed ‘ 
. | do serious injury to the caase of religion in Ireland, but 
it would have no influence on Irish politics.” This action on the part of the 
tion on the deeds which have been the shame of Ireland. He calls on the clergy, \ 
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badge, meet to hear of each other's welfare and bid each other God-specd. Of 
course there are some organizations which have special ends in view that may 
be regarded ac somewhat antagonistic to one another. This is inevitable, and not 


altogether to be regretted. Till the world is perfect, which it is very far from being 
as yet, there will be room for differences of opinion ; and where thers are of a 


practical sort, and are earnestly held, they must of necessity lead to efforts on the 


one side and the other to give effect to the convictions that are entertained. In 
the long ran, the truth will make itself felt and displace the error, whatever it 
may be. Doubtless, as time goes on, we shall see more eye to eye. Meanwhile, 
it is well to strive as earnestly as we may for all we hold to be right and good ; 
~ nd when we cannot agres, yet to bear no malice and show no bitterness. To our 
own Master, must we stand or fall. It is much less our province to judge one 
another wo tothe full to ll the light that 
is given us and the duty that is laid upon us. 
LITERARY. 
“ History makes men wise,” remarked Lord Bacon ; and it is certain that a careful 
study of the progress of events in times gone by is the best means for ascertaining 
the principles that underlie the development of human affairs, and which are, 
therefore, of perennial influence in moulding and shaping the destinies of the race. 
The admissiop.of supernatural] elements as a factor in the determination of events 
does not supersede the necessity for historical inquiry ; for the divine element 


works through the natural and the human, them, indeed, but never 
superseding them ; rather, we may say, them as the moat 1 


remedy in a calm and comprehensive review of the progress of events, from which 
it would appear that. the infallibility which is claimed for certain ideas and 


arrangements must disappear before the light of a fuller acquaintance with the 


circumstances under which the Ohurch gradually modified her order and 
organization. A most interesting inquiry into this subject has been conducted in 
the “ Bampton Lectures of 1680, by Edwin Hatch, «.4., Vice-Principal of St. Mary 
Hall, and Grinfield Lecturer in the Septuagint, Oxford” (Rivingtons). The main 
propositionsin which these Lectures are summed up are thus given by the author : 
“The development of the orgenization of Christian Churches was gradual; and 
the elements of which that organization was composed were already existing in 
human society." The assertion of these propositions, of course, implies a previous 


principle—that, namely, which Hooker laid down in his ‘‘ Ecclesiastical Polity"— _ 


to the effect that the New Testament does not enjoin any special form of Church 


im we imepirec plume the peculiarities in Wie personally Of each 
writer appear, as well as the heavenly influence that used him as an instrament 
for conveying the message of God to mien. In the development of the Christian 
Chureh we see the social influences at work from age to age, under the stress of 4 
which the spiritual community founded on the faith of the Gospel was | 
original authority of this or that other ecclesiastical arrangement will dissent 
from this view, however much they may differ from one another as to what it is 
that bears-the stamp and mark of divine authorization. None, however, are more 

u 2 | 


=" 


growth, that beneath Christian organization lie not the shifting sands of » 
thaumatargic mysticism, but the firm foundations of a reasoned and reasoning 


expediency. 


was never intended to solve, every mystery. It throws a light on the bewilder- 
ments of this world, sufficient to enforce the moral teachings of the conscience, 
and at the same time to fill mankind with a bright and powerful hope ; but many 
enigmas are still left unexplained, to exercise the intellect and even sometimes to 
oppress the hearts of men. Some of these problems are philosophical as well as 
religions, and it becomes a question as to whether such an attempt at a solution 
as philosophy can offer is coincident or at least not antagonistic, to the answer 
that seems to be suggestgd by revelation. The elucidation of such inquiries is 
task for thoughtful theologians, and we welcome in this line of Isbour the 
‘‘ Lectures and other Theological Papers” of J. B. Mosley, p.v., late Canon of 
Christ Church and Regius Professor of Divinity in the University of Oxford. 
The papers on “ Original Sin as asserted by Worldly Philosophers and Poets,” 
and on “ Jewish and Heathen Conceptions of a Future State,” are especially 
interesting, from the information they bring to bear on the illustration of topics 
very serious in themselves, and which have always exercised the minds of men 
whenever they have begun to meditate on their own nature and destiny. If the 
Bible alone shows the evil in all its greatness, it also alone points out and brings 
the remedy. 


A work of super-eminent genius has the effect of calling forth many 
unitations, which may themselves attain to a very substantial degree of merit. 
The “‘ Pilgrim's Progress,” for instance, has had many successors in that vein of 
allegory, some of which have been very well done, and with no inconsiderable 
dash of originality. We can hardly conceive a higher tribute to be paid to-the 
surpassing excellence of a great work than is afforded by the fact that it has been — 
the inspiring cause of other excellent works. It was inevitable that Milton's 
great epic should lead to other attempts to sing of those things in which heaven 
and earth are brought together, and the purposes of God are displayed as wrought 
out in the course of critical events. The redemption of the world is at once the 
greatest and the most moving of all possible themes that can inspire the poet’s 
pen, and in one form or other it has been dealt with by many of the gifted 
brotherhood. Among these comes in Mr. Edward Henry Bickersteth, who aspires 
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| certain to condemn it than those who hold that ordination implies the bestowment 
| of a certain mystic power, which differentiates those who sre endnued with it, 
| = from all other members of the Christian Church, To such the comprehensive view 
: ft and calm judicial temper of the work before us ought to have their weight. The 
| = author says : « Believing, as he does, that between the second century and the 
| i nineteenth there are many points of close resemblance, and that, in the one as in 
| a the other, civilization has created more miseries than it knows how to cure, be 
\ considers it important to recall attention to the fact that Christianity has elements 
believing, moreover, as be does, that an exaggerated conception of the place and 
fanctions of the Christian ministry has operated more than any other single cause to 
alienate the minds of men from the faith of Christ, he considers it to be # useful 

The relations of Christianity to the teachings of science and philosophy 
constitute a subject which can never become antiquated while discovery still 
and the | survives. The Bible does not solve, and 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. | 160 
mighty subject in # poem, in twelve books, entitled “ Yesterday, 
(Rivingtons). The melody of the Miltonic verse is well 
ve, subdued, imaginative force 


The pleasure of studying the Scriptures is marred to some degree by a want of 
clear conception of the relation of persons, places, and events; and though the 
sincere and humble believer can never fail to derive spiritual light and comfort 
from the holy book, none the less is it desirable to gain some adequate knowledge 
of the setting of the narrative and the circumstances in which the books were 
written. A very suitable help in this line has appeared from the able pen of 
Dr. J. Rawson Lumby, Norrisian Professor of Divinity, Cambridge, under the 
title of “ A Popular Intrcduction to the New Testament” (Hodder and Stoughton). 
Dr. Lumby’s contributions to the Cambridge Bible Series were very valuable, and | 
certainly not excelled, if equalled, by the contributions of any other writer. 
While the present work is written in so plain and unaffected a style as to be 
available for ordinary readers, it will none the less be serviceable to ministers and 
students of theology. 
_. Making collections of extracts is a mild form of literary labour to which many ° ‘ 
young people are addicted, and occasionally great men hav it to be a con- 
genial occupation to the end of their days. To read such collections is often a 
harder task than to make them; but perhaps they are like dictionaries, not so 
much intended to be read as to be referred to. There is something of the same 
persistent vitality in extracts that there is to be found in anecdotes, which, when © 
they have once made good their footing, seem to become imperishable. “‘ The 
Voice of Wisdom: a Treasury of Moral Truths from the Best Authors” (W. P. 
Nimmo and Co.), shows some originality, however, especially in tho selection of : 
passages of a religious character. We should prefer seeing the name of every -_—_- 
author printed above rather than at the end of the passage quoted from him, that 
_ we may know whose words we are reading without taking the eye off the part of 
the page we have r@ached. 


j . 
\ J 


events still future, will, of course, commend itself mainly only to those who 
agree with the writer in his views of prophecy, but the general tone of the work 
will be acceptable to all Christians. 
One of the special achievements of our own generation hms been the great and 
enccessful effort that has been put forth for the education of the people. While 
the great universities had produced a long line of eminent scholars, and had 
maintained a high level of culture in the professional classes, the great body of 
the population had been left with hardly a tincture of education. England at last 
woke up to her duty in this particular, and determined that she should not be 
outdone any longer by Germany and America. The Elementary Education Act 
of 1870 is a measure which has already told powerfully for good, and the future 
historian will doubtless record that event as one of the most influential in regard | 
to the progress of this country in all that pertains to her real well-being. The 
able and devoted men who undertook the difficult and complicated task of ad- 
ministering the Act deserve grateful remembrance, and none more so than Sir 
Charles Reed, whose memoir, written by his son, has just been published by 
Macmillan and Co. Sir Charles was a man of clear judgment and immense : 
industry, of philanthropic disposition and deep-rooted Christian principle, and | 
this record of him will be welcome to a large circle of surviving friends. 
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AMONG PICTURES. 


nobles, I crossed some of the wider thoroughfares, and making my way across 
the Arno, landed at length in the gallery of the Pitti Palace, so justly celebrated 
- for the wondrous gems of art that adorn its walls. Having been a familiar 
visitor to the place, and feeling somewhat in a passive li mood, 

making the round of the paintings, I stood near an open window, and gave 
up to a kind of dreamy enjoyment, in which the sweet air and glorious 
bounds of their canvas, combined their influence with the 
imaginings that floated indistinctly through my mind. While in thi 
mood, my eye caught sight of an artist in an i room, 

picture which, by some strange oversight, I had scarcely ever 
It was rather small in size and quiet in colouring, and represented ideally 
countenance of our blessed Lord. A look of deep unspeakable sadness sat on 
features, bat the eye glistened with intensest yearning and compassion. 
might have been the look He wore when, gazing across the valley of the 
or the proud battlements of Jerusalem, and thinking of the dark da 
coming desolation, He ceased to hear the hosannahs that rang around Hi 
with tears brimming in His eyes and streaming down His cheeks, spoke 
touching words—‘'0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem!” After gazing eagerly for a 
: § at this most moving picture, I began to watch with interest the proceedings 
the artist who was engaged in copying it. I could not but admire the care and 
patience she displayed in adding touch to touch with such a watchful, earnest, 


| ' _ my own soul to be conformed to the spiritual reality of my Saviour’s living self. 
is Shall I ever succeed, unless animated by a spirit of, deepest love and admiration ? 


who is the chiefest among ten thousand and altogether lovely. Should I not ever 
| : ith His bright example, and strive, O how. earnestly, to be in all 
BE things as He wy? The copy this artist will produce will, after all, be valueless 
t+ compared with priceless original ; but to those who cannot see that original 
it will convey A So to the world that sees 
2 not cares not for Him ; to that world am I called 
to be a revelation of Him, so that in thik 
¥ thongh it be, to the glory of the -only begotten Son of the Father, fall of grace 
iy and truth. Fill me with Thy love, O Christ! may I ever dwell in heart with 


43 Thee; till, when Thou shalt , Ishall be al 


| 


(Prom “ Life's everlasting Victory,” by the Eprron.) 
my deck and books satly one forenoon, in Florence, I wandered out te 
the Piazza, which was glowing in the fervent rays of the bright Italian san, 
i lighted up with peculiar brilliance the many-coloured marble front of the ancient 
| = ; thence by one of those dark narrow 
, church of Santa Maria Novella. Proceeding 
. a @ lanes which turn and twist so strangely among the palaces of the old Tuscan 
. loving purpose, ever turning her eyes to the beautiful original, and absorbed in - 
the task of endeavouring to reproduce, as faithfully as in her lay, a likeness of ~ —- 
its loveliness. A more serious train of ht was awakened in me as I stood 
a work of the imagination. but in the lineamer of mw ri 
ome like untess 1 be much with Him, gazing on His glory and beauty — 
together like Thee when I shall see 
hee as i hou art. 
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Vices at the house, the church, and the quate. 


swidow and seven little ones, aad 


anniversary, 


There are fifty-seven dencohemen, who | He jeaves 


testing 
parties, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
year, received be 
last year’s balance 
a deficit of 3,800 fr. Twenty-four Sunday- | pr 
schools were opened during the year (one in | C 
Tunis). Its two travelling agente are-Pastors | auder his direction « ‘fic 
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willing to give 


Ultramontanes 


Government seems to fear that this joint vote 
ht make the Holy See less 


lof the Conservatives and 


| 
| 
| 
3 be that the vote | 
E n be no doubt tk 
| 
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thy from 
tity 
of those 


of the climate. | materia! help and wise and sympathising 

of the native pope- | counsel. is over, and he has 

that 37,000, 32,000 | entered into his rest, but he bas left behind 

we desire to place it om record, as 

tribute to his memory—he 

him a name which for deep 

mature wisdom, for unaffected 

for simple dignity, will rank 

very foremost even in the rolls of 

| at 
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world—that is! society took place on Wednesday May 2, at 


the Bible in its true position in the thought 


‘ 4 


open to the reception of the Word 
of God. As the responsibility has increased, 
so God bas enabled us to deal with it, and 
will enable us to deal with it in the fature. 
I have no fear of all the responsibilities the 
fatare will bring. We shall rejoice to see 
the Word life in all the nations— 
we shall see it living in thought, and sanctity, 
and consecration of the servants of Christ the 
wide world round. We shall see it living 
in holier social life, in grander and more 
righteous legislation, in a more intense loyalty 
to peace and truth and righteousness, in 
greater national prosperity; but above all, 
in that holy life and service which will rise 
like a perpetual psalm of worship to Him 
that sitteth the throne. 

The Bishop of Exeter then moved the 
following resolution: ‘‘That while warmly 
thanking all those friends by whose aid the 
society has been enabled to maintain and 
extend its work during another year, and 
earnestly looking to them for the continuance 
of such help, this meeting humbly expresses 
its gratitade to Almighty Gol for the success 
which has been granted to the society's 
laboursin the past, aud its entire dependence 
upon His guidance and blessing for the 
fature.” If there were any society that 
could be conceived that should have special 
reason for expressing its gratitade to God and 
its entire de ce upon Him, and upon 
His blessing and His guidance, it surely is 
this society which holds its annual meeting 
here to-day. It is not that we undervalue 


— 


in any degree the human ministry which it 
pleases God to employ to make known the 


Fi 


Fi 
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that here we are doing His will, that we are 
making known His message to mankind. 
And so this society corresponds as it were in 
all its work to that touching beginning which 
we can never forget, for we kuow that it all 
sprang out of the simple desire of the Welsh 
girl to get a Bible for herself. And just as 
it began, so it has gone on. We have 
attempted to meet a need which spoke to us 
by the Welsh girl’s mouth, and we attempt 
to meet a need which speaks to us by the 
mouths of Tiousands and millions everywhere, 
who ask, “Only give us God's Word, and let 
us learn what it tells.” And assuredly any 
man who reads the Bible much canavt fail to 
understand why it is that it should exercise 
such a power as it does ; for among all the 
books im the world, the many, many books 
that have been publi-hed, that have boen 
written, some of them written by the most 
saintly men, some of them fall of the very 


inspiration of that power which works ia the — 


heart of every trae Christian—of all the 
books in the world is there amy one that can 
be put by the side of it for a moment? I 
have always felt that this book speaks to me 
and spexks to mem as once the blessed Son of 
God, His Word incarnate, is said to have spoken 
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and attention of the world. It has compelled | Gospel to all the nations; ft is not that we 
every section of the Christian ‘Charch to| undervalue the agency which in various 
realize the responsibility of ite stewardship in 
resalts which the ee for blessing, where 
Apostle, “we are 
recognize 
| hor 
» imerease. 
| little a 
fe. The much 
Report touched on the growing responsibilities | rt be all, 
. of the Society. They have been met as they | low, then 
have multiplied. Many of you will remem- | it task is 
ber how, twenty years ago, almost every | into our 
nation ou the Continent was closed ageinet the | to preach 
Word of God, Bat Austria, [taly, Germany, epreal it 
band that will take it; to make every nation, 
if we can, receive it, to ask for its acceptance 
by every tongue, that ell may learn its bless- 
ing, and-thea we leave all else to be done by 
‘ Him in His own way. We lesve it in God's 
hands, We dp not undervalue all the other 
instruments that He may use, but we confine 
ourselves to this one thing—sure, at any rate, 
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to these thet beard Him. They His hands with the most 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


‘ 
Missions to Seamen ............... 
Irish Missions to the Roman Cstholics ..... 19,074 ..... 19,310 ii 
Army Scripture Readers’ Society ............. .008 12,445... 129,667 
Oburoh Building Society... 8,014 ...... 6,581 
ish and Irish Baptict Home Mission 4,016 ...... 6,489 
London Home Mission 4204 .... 8,080 
Royal Naval Scriptare Society 1,731 
Wesleyan Education Committees 7,807 7,089 i 
British Syrian Gohools and Bible ...... 6,182 ..... 5.526 
Bamday School Union cou 4,163 ...... 4,183 
Protestant Educational Institute ................ 1,508 ....-. 1781 © 
Religions Tract Society 198,934 215,063 
Young Men's Christian Aswocistion 8048 |... 9,897 
Christian Evidence Society 1.442 ... 1,717 
Lord s-day Observance Society ....... 2,264 ...... 1,661 
xclustve of the sume losslly raised and paid. tore 


1882. 1888. 
sty for the Prop of the Geepel 148,818 
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are also to be united in our allegiance to the Lord 
Himself, We call no man master but the Lord 
Jesus, and we listen to no voice that commands 
us to any act of separation but the voice of the 
Master. Then comes the grest question of co- 
operation in work. Different denominations in 
the church also co-operate so far as it is possible 
for them to do so, and no societies are so honoured 


to the London City Mission, the Young Men’s and hqman 


the Young Women’s Christian Associations; also 
the Country Towns’ Mission. [ believe that, when 
you have a combined and wide-spread effort taken 
up by members of the different denominations of 
Christians, you have the support of men with 


that quickens. When we believe in the atoning 
work of Jesus for the remission of sins we receive 
at the same time the quickening of the blessed 
Spirit. “God who is rich in mercy,” says the 
Apostle, “for the great love wherewith He loved 
ws, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ and raised us up 
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whetssover He bad commanded them. They were church, bat te bring sinners 
Savioar. 
perpose was te gather & people give| 
thanks unte His holy mame—* the Jew first, and The Rev. Chas. Graham, who spoke upon 
also the Gentile” Observe how camnestiy the | branch of the subject, anid 
Apesties keep thet order before their minds, “the om asked to 2 few words on “The Master's 
Jew Gret;” and 1 shall always feel thet thet eall to holiness and anity.”. As the time is 
Church is the most and that body of limited I can touch upon-some of the more 
believers the most blessed im their owa mission. | salient points. From first to last, in time and in 
work amongst the Gentiles, according as they sternity, we have to do with God. God is the 
take ap the mission to God's ancient people, thas | funtein of our being ; therefore, He le the only 
bringing into one body Jews and Gentiles, and | Source of our tras happiness. God is infinitely 
forming one church for Christ. In the next holy, and we cansot have fellowship with Him 
piace, 1 wotice thet, while declaring the unity, wutil we are made holy. “Be ‘ye holy, as I am 
Christ prayed for the holiness of His charch— | holy.” The sanction on which that command is 
“ Ganctify them through thy truth: thy word is based is, “ Without holiness no man shall see the 
troth.” Tom thankful thet the Charch is waking | Lord.” Holiness ts inward resemblance, and out- 
up to the study of “sanctificntion by faith.” Her | ward conformity to Gud. root-iden is 
duty is to lead sinners not only to trust the Lord | separation; i.¢., separation unto God. Under the 
Jesus Christ for present pardon of sia, but to seck naw irrational creatures, such a the victims offered 
for the power and indwelling of the Spirit, reigning sacrifice, and even inanimate things as the 
supremely in the individual heart. According as Tabernacle, the Temple, and their furniture, were 
the individeal and the church itself are sacti fed, invested with ideal holiness; and men who were 
will the church be used by God. Separation from Garegeaerate—who had never been born of God’s 
the world in spirit and life is onc of the great Spirit—men such as priests, and Levites, called to 
scorets of success. If the unity, which oar Lord | minister in God's house, were invested with official 
prayed for, be enjoyed and exhibited by the | holiness. Bat, under the Gospel, holiness mast be 
eburch, her success in all ber missions will be in | intrinsic, real. God requires the inward resem. 
4 proportion to her realizing the oneness of the body blance, as well as the outward conformity, to Him- 
of Christ. Spiritesl unity mast be realised, | self, Now, just as the Lord Jesus, in His 
| exhibited, and maintained, at whatever cost. We propitiatory work, is the meritorious ground of our | 
| salvation, so God the Spirit is the great agent in 
that salvation from first to last. It is the 
by the Lord as those which are carried on by the 
united efforts of believers of every denowination. us in places in 
No Bible Society, formed by any single denomina- | Christ Jesus.” Where the Spirit imparts the life 
tion of Christians, could ever expect to do the of the risen Redeemer He makes His abode, He 
work which the British and Foreign Bible Society ,| dwells in the heart. “ Know ye not,” anys Paul to 
is accomplishing with the combined efforts of the the Corinthians, “ that your bodies are the temples 
whole Church of God. The same remark applic of the Haly Ghost.” Bat, as we have heard, the 
spirit is the shrine of the Divine Spirit. : 
undertaken, than would be the case if it were left 
to be done by s denominational society. I met 
with remarkable proof of this when I ws tre- 
velling last year in America. lle es 
dead churches [ found members of the 
Men's Christian ‘Association, Inbouring together tion. It is just as we receive Christ by the 
with one object, not to obtain adherents for any | Spirit, and as the blessed Lord working in us to 


will and to do of His good plencure by Hije Spirit, | beauty and the of that amity wae expressed 
that we are brought harmony resem | hy dhe 
j blance to the blessed (bod. There is the measare the mouth of David : “ Behold how good and how 
of our sanctification. Our sanctification is just pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
| the measure of the indwelling and the operation unity.” He outruns his desires, for he says it is 
} im us of the Holy Spirit; that ie Christ by the like “precious cintment,”"—type of the Holy 
Holy Spirit, and just in the measure that we Spirit, thet anpointed the head of lsreei’s high 
. cherish the Spirit's operations, and put away | priest, and like that “dew of Hermon that de- 
from ue the things which hinder those operations, scended upon the mountains of Zion ”—another 
; will that blemed Spirit bring us intoconformity to | emblem of the fertilising energy and operation 
¥ Ged and to Christ. Now as the Spirit works ia of the Divine Spirit—“for there the Lord com- 
4 , we work out our own salvation with fear aad manded the blessing, even life for evermore ; ”’ 
trembling ; our characters, our lives become re- where unity, and brotherly love, and fellowship 
semblances of the Lord Jesus Christ. “ Beloved, are. That is something beyond the legal covenant. 
now are ye the chikdren of God, and it is not yet | The Apostle Peter shows you- that, like chained 
manifested what we shall be, bat we know that bells, these two things go together—hboliness and 
when He is manifested we shall be like Hiw ; for unity. “Seeing ye have parified your souls in 
. we shall see Him as He is.” And the sight will obeying the truth through the Spirit unto un- 
transform us, will bring us inte the possession of feigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
His visible glory. Now jest as from first to lest another with « pure heart, fervently.” We have 
we have to do with God, so have we to do with not one without the other. A little further on the | 
the children of God; so have we to do with oar Apostle says: ‘‘ Wherefore laying aside all malice, 
brethren and sisters in Christ. We are all one in end all guile, and hypocrisics, and envics, 
the unity of « Divine life. We have not to create and all evil speaking, as new-born babes desire,” 
* unity; that has been made by thd quickening the spiritual, the guileless, “the sincere milk “ 
Spirit. There is one body, as we heard from the of the word, that ye may grow thereby.” | 
blessed word; one Spirit, just as there is one A strange exhortation, it would som, to 
Lord ; and one faith and one baptiom of the Holy believers, to lay aside “all malice, and all 
(ibost. God has made us one in the unity of life. guile, and hypocrisies, and all evil speak- f 
He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit ; one ings.” Bat it was not needless; the Lord, the 
Spirit with the Lord. Then, if we are all united Spirit, never gives us needless counsel. It was 
to the Lord Jesus by the quickening Spirit, we needful then, and it is needful néw. Are we 
are necessarily members one of another. That is in @ more <ielted spiritual condition than those 
the great trath unfolded by the Apostle Paul in sects of the dispersion to whom Peter wrote ? 
his Epistle to the Ephesians; the mystery | Notice the connection of the two things placed 
hidden in God from the beginning is there before us by the Apostle. There is to be no 
brought out, and now to us seems beacti- growth until these besetting sins are laid aside. 
ful and blessedly simple. The believing Jew No spiritual growth, even if we live 969 years, as 
and the believing Gentile united together as one long as Methaselah; we shall never move one 
mystic living body, because united to one living hair’s breadth nearer to God and His salvation 
Head in heaven, and all quickened with the life of until we lay aside these evils denounced by the 
that living Head—that is the mystery ; and just Apostle—i.c., we shall never be able to take the . o 
a# we are growing in the possession of that life are nutriment by which we spiritually grow unto 
we advancing towards the measure of the stature salvation until we are healed of our spiritua| 
of the fulness of Christ. ‘This iawhat the Lord | maladies. The Apostle tells us that the body 
Jesus, in that wondrous prayer, eppropriately and maketh increase unto the edifying of itself in love 
truly called “The Lord’s Prayer,” hed beforc. by that which every joint supplicth. There is 
Him, because it was dear to the Father's heart, in the life-blood cvhich circulates through the mys. 
sccord with the eternal purposes of God. “ Holy | tical body. “Covet earnestly the beft gifts, yet 
Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast shew I unto yon a more excellent way,” the way of 
given me.” That, as you will see, is the amended | love. Now, who are doing most for the Church 
rendering “that they may be one.” Now, as we | of God? Serely, it is they who are promoting 
are kept « body in the fulness of that grace given this brotherly love, for which Jesus prayed, and 
| to the Son from the Father, so shall we exhibit unity. im which God delights, and upon whom the 
Further on our Lord says, “ And the glory which blessing is commanded to rest “even life for 
/ thou gavest me I have given them ; that they may evermore.” Who are doing most for this Christ- 
. be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou wejected world of ours? Those who are 
in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and secking to promote this holy unity, because in 
| that the world may know that thou hast sent ime, that unity the world is to see, as in a mirror, the — 
} and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” The ' reflection of the oneness of the Father and of the 


who had intended to be present to-day, but 
tunately they are unable to be with us. However, 
we are giad to see our esteemed friends, the Rev. 
Dr. Murray Mitchel), a member of the Council of 
fhe Alliance, who has just returned from an 
extended tour in India, and the Rev. Hudson 
Taylor, whom we rejoice to welcome back «gain 
from Chima. After we have had prayer, both these 
friends will briefly address the meeting: I would 
now ask you to unite in prayer especially with 
regard to two memorials from the Alliance. The 
first is to the Khedive of Egypt seeking to obtain 
the Lord’s Day as a day of rest for the Christian 
employés of the Egyptian Government. I om 
sure we should all heartily unite in prayer that 
God may bless this memorial, which has already 
been sent to His Highness. The other is not less 
important. It is about to be forwarded to the 
Emperor of Austria, soliciting liberty for Protes- 
tant parents to take their children, between seven 
and fourteen years of age, with them to their own 
places of worship, instead of being compelled to 
send them, as at present, to Roman Catholic 
services. I am sure that will commend itself to 
your hearts; and that God may graciously inter- 
pose and bring full religious liberty, let us reelise 
that we have two specific objects for prayer, both 
of which we believe are in accordance with the 
mind and will of God. It is our desire now 
briefly to lay these matters before Him, by united 
prayer offered in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


Mr, Ker then led the meeting in prayer for 
God's on the two memorials. 
The Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell said :-— 


Perhaps I can turn the very short time allotted to 
me to the best account by referring very briefly to 
what I have seen of the Alliance and of the exten- 
sion of its principles in the various countries that 
I have lately visited. Ihad intended to say 
something about China, but that will be much 
better said by Mr. Hadson Taylor. I shall 
endeavour to say a word, if possibie, about Japan, 
India, and Italy. I hold in my hand the Annual 
Report of the Evangelical Alliance of Japan. It 
is to me a most interesting document for many 
- reasons, Though not a large one, it is full of 
matter, full of reference to work among Europeans, 
sailors especially, and work among the natives of 
Japan, for, as you are all aware, the Gospel has, by 


the blessing of God, been extending there of late 


been so great if an Alliance feeling of Christian 
unity had not existed in Japan. In this Report 
there is « list of 18 foreign missionary societies 


So far as I could see,—and I think I saw the res 
state of things,—they are all united, heart and 


fas et 


ad 


is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 


feeling. We bave our Bible Society Committee ' 
once a month; and Tract Society once a ; 
month ; and we have 

united. Therefore, 

of meetings, we do not 

a formal branch of 

heart, that oneness with Christ, 

ance so nobly vindicates and strives 

you see we heve already 

reason a branch is not 

with that argument as 

testify that there is 

feeling yonder; and 

thankful that I was 

great united Missionary 

held once in ten years. They did me the honour 

of making me senior 

a good deal about its work 

it will be a precious memory enshri 

inmost heart to my dying day that I saw 

great assembly. 1 had 


= + 


7 
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Sem. In 1 Corinthians, xiii, the Apostle telle us | years more rapidly, perbaps, than in any other 
that our partial knowledge shall pass away, our | country. Itis only ten years ago since the Gospel 
tongues, cur fhith, our hope, but that love shall | was openly preached. Up to that period there 
travel with us through eternity. were proclamations published along the streets and 
roads of the empire, reviling “the Jesus-doctrine,” 

The Chairman :-— and threatening death to anyone who preached it | 
There are several Christian brethren, inclading | but now, blessed be God, the number of Caristian 
Signor Prochet from Italy, Dr. Trowbridge from | men, women, and children, can hardly be lees than 
Turkey, and the Rev. James Smith from Delhi, [iiRRREREEIRRI 
which have sent their agents from Europe, America, 

Canada, the United States, Eagland and Scotland. 

soul, in the great work of preaching among the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. In my 

intercourse with the natives, who were baptised, I 

was exceedingly impressed with the simplicity of 

their Uhristian character. One of the greatest 

privileges I ever enjoyed was when I was asked by 
the native Christians in Japan to carry their 

salutations to the native Christians in China, and 

in India, so far as I should come in contact with 

them. In fulfilling that mission I felt it to bea 

new proof of the oneness of faith in Christ 

Jesus —“ There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” I was 

intensely interested in all I saw in that most 

now glance for a moment at British Indie, 

especially Calcutta the capital of the empire. 

Here is mo branch of the Alliance, because 

it is said—judge of tho validity of the ples 

for yourself—“ We are all over-worked. We 

have*our Missionary Conference once a month: 


Hadson Taylor 


engaged in missionary work 


last 30 years ; 


Society, and put up for 


free intercourse with the 


We have beard that there were 


Not only hare they no hey gs tut 
write against cach other. | the grace of God to theends of the world. It has 


intercourse, but they 


When the natives of Calcutta have their anniver. | been my privilege to be 


denominational | of the London Missionary 


hard things regarding 


mentioned at a great | six months; I had also 


‘The mater wa 


Meeting held one 


of the ond 
| “One body other evidence——that 
one beptiom. Alliance among the 
Alliance become Protestanta, 
throeghoat America. Therefore, 
among the 
What 
| 
a 
evangelical 
the 
themselves in the Brahmo Somay. 
are broken into three parts, and on the anniversary ‘ef 
when they marched 
go in procession tc 
sary and march through the streets, they are al] | in China during the NEE and I am sure 
one— Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Congrega- | you will be in hearty sympathy with me when I 
tiomalists, and Baptiste—you do not know what | say that I look on the 
when the natives of Calcutta inquire, “ Who are | gladdening the heart of our Father, and the heart 
these?” the answer is given—“ They are | of Him who shed Mis precioud blood for you and for 
Christians.” It was a new revelation to the | me We have also been reminded of the power of 
natives to see that Christians were so large-hearted the Holy Ghost which has been given as. Ifwe 
and so united ; they were struck with the cement- | look for a moment at the map of India and of China, . & 
ing power of Christianity. That spirit of unity | or of Africa, and consider what is to be done even 
is increasing more than ever. After eight years | in a very faint aad feeble measure, we shall feel 
absence I rejoice to find no tendency to separation | utterly east down, paralyzed, unless we realise 
but, on the contrary a stronger disposition than ever | the mighty power of God. With reference to 
to converge and become more heartily united every China, it was my privilege to go there in 1853. 
succeeding year. Give me one minute to speak of I entered upon what was practically Alliance 
Ttaly. I knew that country well some years ago. work; for when I formed a Chinese Inland 
I had charge of a Scotch mission at Rome, and when Mission, I anticipated no great difficulty in 
I went back again I had an opportunity of com- | establishing it om the lines of the Evangelical 
with the past. You may be | Alliarce. Truth and love are principles very 
many have said, “‘ What o | dear to me; they form the basis of the Alliance, 
be so many denominations | and I am thankfal to say that we have been able 
in sight of the Vatican, from | to act upon them in Chinese missionary work. On 
and England. I have read my first arrival there, 1 was received by the agents 
evening, when | | Church missionaries at Ningpo and elsewhere, and 
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Methodiet, and. other missionaries, whether sent | His love known te That would 
thet all 
principles of the Evangelical Alliance. We | be enon oe 
our 
‘ 


for the formation of « local association was 


visited Cambridge, and Professor and Mra, 
Babington arranged for a drawing-room meet- 
ing at their house, which was well attended. 


of Edinburgh, a member of this Council, and 
of Mr. William Morley, of Streatham, 
member of the Committee of the 


South 
~The Secretaries were instructed to express 
the sympathy of the Council with the 
bereaved families. 


|case of town in the North of England, 


where, two years ago, there were no united 
meetings among Christians, but since the 
visit of a deputation from the society, a 
monthly conference of ministers, and weekly 
united meetings for prayer had been es- 
tablished. He also mentioned three places 
where revivals of religion had resulted from 
the observance of the Week of Prayer at the 
invitation of the Alliance. With regard to 
religious liberty, he said the Alliance ha: 
still a great work to do. ing to the 


restrictions regarding the children of Pro- 


testants in Austria, and to ‘the fact that the 


190 BVANGELICAL 
WoRK. 
| Lieut.-General Field, c.n., reported visite 
that he had paid during April to Eastbourne, 
| Cambridge, also to High- 
bury. A deputation visit had not previously 
been made to Eastbourne, and many came to 
, - the drawing-room meeting, kindly convene! | EEE be the secretary to the 
by Mr. and Mrs. Morison, im ignorance of the | same, was secured. 
principles and objects which the Evangelical COUNCIL MEMBERSEIP. 
Alliance promotes, This meeting was largely The Secretaries reported that the Rev. Dr. 
sttended, and the address was listened to with | warsay Mitchell, of Edinbargh, one of the 
lively interest; st the close friends gave honorary secretaries of the Edinburgh - 
their names to become members. The desire Branch, and for many years a member of 
bed just returned from an 
extended tour in India and China, and ~ 
promised to be present and give a 
address at the Conversasione on May 15. 
| It was unanimously resolved that Dr. 
Mitchell's mame be reinstated in the list of 
Council, from which it hed been absent 
during the past two years. ‘ 
OBITUARY. 
53 many present, and new mewhbers were added 
interested greatly all present, 
; and some friends were surprised to learn how 
+t much the Lord had wrought through the RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. 
Alliance in the relief of His persecuted | A communication was read from the Rev. 
| people in various lands, On another day, at| A. W. Clarke, of Pragne, reporting that « 
the monthly united meeting for prayer, when | Mr. Hodek had just suffered four weeks’ 
about 350 persons were assembled, Genera! lunprisoament, on the charge of baving 
Field was asked to conduct the meeting, and to | ridiculed the teachings of the Roman Ca‘ holic 
give an address on the Evangelical Aliiance,| Church, The case arose out of Mr. Hodek 
and its work ; the closest attention was giveo, | rebuking several men who stopped in front 
: and the warmest interest excited. The | of bis house and made noises which disturbed 
drawing-room meeting at Highbury Park, | him while he was conducting family worship. : 
SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 
The usual montbly social meeting of the 
Committee and friends of this branch of the 
Alliance was held at the residence of William 
Morris, Eeq., Caversham House, Brixton Rise, 
| under the presidency of the host. After the 
. reading of the Scriptures and prayer, a rero- 
| ~ lution of condolence with the widow and 
) family of the late William Morley, Esq., of 
Leigham Court Road, Streathem, formerly a 
member of the Committee, was passed. 
. Mr. A. J. Arnold, Secretary of the parent 
Society, then briefly on the work of 
| the Alliance. Referring to its efforts to 
) promote Christian union, he instanced the a 


| 
| | 


| 


OF THE ALLANCE YOR, WEST 
0. Gna, 


— 


OSS SS SS OS SOS SOS SSS 


Remittances may be made payable to the order of either of the Secretaries 
(Lieut, General Field, c.8,, and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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